Wed, Aug 1, 1973 

UWGB Seeking Radio Station 


By HIKE BEECTU 

Mtliwtii -iuti ttritff 

The Federal Communica- 
tions Commission fPCCl lm 
t rvlcwjns sn application 
from i hi"- University of Mis- 
HHisin ■ tlrwr Bay to oper 
HU* u 3, [WG-wii.lt eomptlK-WL- 
imied FM radio station, 

Thi' proponed wncomroer- 
ri;ii *ii.nion ukIL begin bn Md- 
eastnm Oct, is if FCC upp rm 

Hi u tiiinii-d. It* backer* wy 
It mil rnmpIpmMrt the stflU* 
educational radio nt)wk. IkH 
ri'ii compete wiih twinterclal 
FM Maiions. 

Thy 1 Mai tun a pplicallan fat* 
already liitit Apjnwfd by iIlo 
tTW Board of Regents, the 
st ate Fducriiiorul Oinmiu- 
nlcallonsi Bwrd and Ha rutile 
comnifllec. 

Thr? a ppliem inti hits *ilh- 
mltTfd July 5, but H wasn'l 
until Hits wrt$ Thai I bo FCC 
informed UWGB that it wis 
twinB ac-cepied for review . 

The agency will nr *■ allow a 
+»n til flOd*) period 10 mud) 
File application and Lnvlle pub- 
lic reaction. O uHimm ti should 
be sent 10 the FCC Hi U'lHAh’ 
iitgion, n.C. 

Tims far then? has hwn 

little public reaction to lire 


credit (waft, rfimTTwniory 
and news spaced with a 
'rampus perspecljve" It will 
also nerve a* a 'Framing Ww* 
rwlwy" for mniM itmunu- 
n'OBtinfl* KlUffeiFT^, '-vtvj. will he 
able tn i-air* gradunttwi er«l 
ds for iheir work. 

The nbjif'lisi-* of the stallon 
and it a background w*-t> out 
tire d recently m an interview 
silh pr. Wi-rner t^anp-, dean 
ol uisnrutliwi.il seme** m 
ttWGB. and Joseph (Jaunt, 
educational eon iiuunifallfifn 
supervisor F^rth have been 
Hey men In Ihe wnrli behind 
the aillfQfl rippFir-.il Ion. 

Frans* Mid he rt optlmi-ilie 
I bal Ihe u pplirallun will lie ap- 
proved, "'iiwiunimE Ihcft in no 
Jidvefw Comment FTn The 
FCCI or thal Hi? adverse 
[uni rm-jir will rmi rrwre a 
roadblock," 

Oauai. who fare kept a > Iw 
eye on sLmilaf appUrimyis iti 
Ihe FCC, said |Jh- “technical 
objections, an our railmatlfin, 
dn nn| ulst." 

The UWtJB officials said ilw 
stallcn will not compete with 
[he two rammer 01 at FM 
tionn m r-roen Bay. V»TfAY 
■mil U'DCS! hU’Htpe if will uf 
ftr os Ms pemptf live ihf uni 
VCflJfty Campus 
As each of the Two mm- 
men ml FM Mai Him has IK 
own format Ciauni said the 
campus station 'will aiienipr 
To wm A in-w unfa-nre ami m.ifl 
3 I T f m p 1 10 take bsli-ners 
away We wiJ] anempr to erffe i 
|vp«t mI nnmle xnd pm 
If r a mmitiu Thai are ewn 
pletely different ” 

Tbp budkel inctnrip.-r (12.HCW 
for an operations numi^F 
Vi-bo will br- hired by Sepr 1 
This far W applies tiuns have 
been ntriM 
fJEber <ffcls im luile Ehe pay 
mir dI a portion of the nalmr, 

nT n FnAtS rmtinnaifli.'aTiiim 
professm wbfj will supeniHe 
ihe aeademir fgneimrH gl the 
MfelkuR mod tin? purchase ol 
#qtdprt>flM wch as 'urn 
lablm nun Ophofles ! ind lftpe 
riTrtjrdem Thi' utiivmiliy al 
mini) hfts orjiaiiw-d the use rj 

t !EfcTr-uW Tin! triiinjtttr 
Fnllnwina Male Educnfirjn 
Cum rnursLi •alJiiri'S Itvird reyu 
laNons the stalldn will hacea 
limn rjf j.rflu wbus AiitKsuith 

Ihe Ectr allriw* Hn -tlll-Maa of 
m feel nSGBl will t> 114 
feet Th# lemrth of the an 
In-nrUt dvlf ndl only be S 
feer ^irh The tvst Ol ihe *n 

iHTina tieijfb 11 ^tmloa frofu 
building on wTidl ll will be 
ntnunied 

FM radm flatiomr .n other 
\ W C a rup a ses mnpe ill 
«r»furth inwn 73,<M|0 watts at 

Madison lu lh wuHs al f>di 
k o s h and seseral «h*f 
srhoola 

The CWCB datwn will el 
frriiwly fi-ACb an Jin* hound 
ed on the -pfusf by New Fronk 
en, m Ibe south by the list) 
of l> Pure Ml rhe well by 
Ashwaubmon and H'^bart and 
on the north by Little Suam 
U* 

Grilles af ihe melon 4ppd 

TuS*i 10 4/ 


propoied station, pweibiy b-> 
cause LfWCB has not pubfi 
rljed the fact It wm prepi nM 
an uppllcutbn. 

Alfhwijjh u Misers It y rtffirtalil 
fwl Ihe mai ion would bo in 
the public' InTerew. ijne foe 
has already arisen. Sen. Reu- 
ben Li Five of Orwm w ho In 
(he paid bus been dnnil fl* a 

■ , frle^ld:" , nf UW08. ha* been 
aiicmptlnp tosllr nepaiive rv- 
Hction. 

Meanwhile, UWGB officials 
arc profeMlinp steadily wiih 


plans for the stHilon. A budpvE 
has bra^n drown up. trpilpmetd 
Is lwlirfi purchased, shitIhie 
vofuntn?rs haw Im*.ti mTuH- 
r-d and an nperaliomi manager 
Is hemp snuphl. 

The RfailonN unlmni will 
he located mop The Library 
Ijearnlitg CwiEer, while « 
iwtindproof iiradnisdna *iu- 
dm will he bujll jn thj" iRJdrur- 
■ional Servlrca buildinp. 

The ytallua will have a llm- 
llid ranee, like mosl ol llv ID 
rtber F51 sTflElfind at LTW ayt 


Tern ram^rses Us fi ml year 
hudgel callJI for CSpMldllun-s 
of >33.0110. althrjuEh is 

for purrhaiu' uf MM'ded etjiiJp- 
jtimvi. 

The appHcatlnn tendcnit to 
the FCC says lb p stallim "will 
provide an oUlU>1 lor eanipnh 
muBlcfll und drama! ir prewn- 
I alums . iiUMli will eMab 

lisb a needl'd rnmnuntaiiftKi 
link bctwiam Ihe campus nnd 
ommsunily.'' 

Also Lneludi'd on Itve sJa 
tlwi'i prcivoMd Fissmuit are 




i hu. May ju, iy/4 



Erecting Antenna — Technicians as- 
semble the radio antenna for WGBW, the 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay's new 
FM station. The antenna is being placed atop 
the Library-Learning Center. 

(Tom Knuth Photo) 


Mon, Aug 26, 1974 

Radio Station WGBW 
Goes on the Air Today 

lUillo stalkm WGHW 
bt<wMi< today 

It lion 91. 5 on Hu- KM ilknil 

LnraM ill i hr University id 
Wlsimnsln Green Ray mid nm 
Ctiic*0y by student volunteer*, 
the noncommiuelAi llaliun 
has Ri its Nu'mc 'VijuviitiLvi' 
radio " 

ll* music el fenny* mil in: 
vprled — daifriral, fulk, mvtl 
blu^nrKti, ihternMlnnal, | in, 

Mum, bungle nnd |irn^renNiV(*, 
vmis*e t nprrkrnrafiL mut 
ctymir)' rock. 

HruadcanUng ditvs will U* \ 
p.n* in midnight Monday 
rhtuuih Thursday and 4 p m, 
umil \ n m. Friday and Saiur- 
day. 

Beginning leutny it 1:05 and 
on luccewdve Mondays for n 
number of vm‘ks, WGBW will 
present n Ihrw-hour program 
Mm pier. according in Atmn 
bflie Hitchcock, nperalW 

manager of i ho station and Loao of WGBW Radio 

UWGR faculty member * 

Flftwfwnlmita ^mpllng* of 

caHoUK tyi«* of music the atattoo plans ta offer wilt tic radius of about 4d ml1e* h mak- 
hroAilram in acquaint listen- tag it one of l he strongest of 
era to the m.i Hon the UW system stsikm 

Programming plans m the r % iot MJm Hitchcock 
other days call for the SMhon „ d |hp d m-f ^iflnppr. the 
to presetil ^ a Ihryo-hour **■£■ barton will be Miffed by >tu- 
mem of rliis^irnl music fob volunteers. About 50 are 

towing n live- minute new s led to par tirlpate. 

tottmteviAl ai I p m, *. _ , , . 

From 7 mull 8 will !*■ a The ted er* I Comtnu- 
nows hruadcaut The ml Ion nlcallons Commisidtm granted 
will cover sutie, national and lhfi * la,ion * ^wtruetion per- 
IntcrnmioriHl news and fea mfcl ,ftSt The 91.5 frr- 

lures using United Press In- *“ previously occu- 

lemat tonal snurm. and II will h r th|i former Surln * *»«*• 

also cover the local seem-. ^ slate educational ra- 

A n o I her. shorter new s "io network, 
broadcast is scheduled for 10 The mi inn application was 
p m, daily. Beginning nightly first approved by ilie UW 
at ft p.m . the si Minn will Hoard of Regents, the state 
present a mixture of music Edpcatkmai Common leal ions 
Among pUnnwl fe* lures Bi*trd and the FCR radio 
will be a brief mystery serial (’ommiitee. 
presumed si ih<* 10 p m. news. 

Called ,a Thr Knurlh Tower of 
Inverness," the serial will be- 
gin in mid'Seplentber Aside 
from nightly broadcasts, die 
serial will lie run full in roun- 
dup form on Saturdays. 

With 3,000 waitji of power. 

WGBW will have a hm;idr,ist 
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Warren 
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Critic-at-Large 


More will 
be able to 
tune in 
WGBW 


■ It will broadcast 
farther while using 
less power 

The future is looking up for 

WGBW. 

The Wisconsin Public Radio sta- 
tion has gotten the go-ahead to 
triple its coverage area. 

WGBW (91.5 FM) broadcasts 
mostly talk and informational pro- 
gramming. The other public sta- 
tion. WPNE (89.3 FM), broadcasts 
mostly music. 

WGBW's studios will remain at 
the University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay, but its antenna and transmit- 
ter are moving from the campus to 
W A PL's tower site southeast of De 
Pere. 

WGBW will gain coverage de- 
spite a cut in power from 3,000 to 
7(X) watts. 

’What’s wrong here?” kids Jack 
Mitchell, director of Wisconsin 
Public Radio. "The height is what 

does it.” 

The antenna is rising from 115 
to 740 feet. In broadcasting, the 
higher the antenna, the greater 
the broadcast radius. 

The accompanying map shows 
how radio signals don’t always 
cover a smooth circle. The kidney 
shape of the WPNE signal is a 
combination of terrain and design 
of the antenna, Mitchell says. 

Work on upgrading the WGBW 
signal is to take until late May. 

The station will be off the air for a 
few davs when the transmitter is 
moved. It's a big job. 

"It’s literally like moving 
houses,” Mitchell says. "You 
think moving a piano is tough . . .” 

The cost of the improvement is 
nearly $50,000, Mitchell says. 

In a separate project, WGBW's 
production facilities will be re- 
modeled. 

The original equipment from the 
1970s is "desperately out of date 
and wearing out,” Mitchell says. 
"It’s like any other electronic 
equipment. It has a limited life 
span.” 

Next year, WPNE will get a new 
antenna and line. "It won’t in- 
crease our coverage." Mitchell 
says. "It should just clean up the 
signal and give us another 20 
years of life.” 

Gerds writes about radio and 
television for the Press-Gazette. 



Two Rivers! 
Manitowoc Q I 

I 


Current WGBW 91.5 3KW 
New WGBW 91.5 3KW 
WPNE 89.3 100KW 

Press-Gazette graphic 

Upgrade: The range of public 
radio station WGBW will in- 
crease but still be smaller 
than companion WPNE. 




May 24, 1996 


Station 

launch 

delayed 

Stronger successor 
to WGBW-FM 
may hit the air this fall 


WHID-FM — the successor to public 
radio station WGBW-FM — has run into 
delays and won’t arrive on the air for 
another six months. 

“We had hoped for a summertime 
launch, and then it looked like September 
and now it looks like a little later in the 
fall,’’ says Jack Mitchell, director of 
Wisconsin Public Radio. “But I would say 
before the snow flies. Famous last words.” 

Mitchell says that because the launch 
would come more than a year after it was 
originally intended. 

WH1D will replace 
WGBWas the 
Wisconsin Ideas 
Network station in 
Green Bay. 

WH1D will be more 
powerful and cover 
more jyea with its talk 
and information offer- 


ings. 

The station will be 
heard at 88.1 on the 
FM dial, rather than 
WGBW’s 91.5. 

Wisconsin Public- 
Radio will run WHI1) 
and WGBW simultane- 



Warren 

Gerds 


ously for a while, then shut off WGBW 
and put its frequency up for sale. 

The frequency cannot be sold to a com- 
mercial broadcaster because it is in the 
area of the radio band reserved for non- 
commercial use. It could be sold to a 
school, a religious organization or any 
other organization that chooses to run a 
station as not-for-profit. 

The delays for WHID are due to unfore- 
seen complications in the construction 
permit. Changes have been applied for 
with the Federal Communications 
Commission. Granting approval always 
takes time. 

“But we expect that will happen pretty < 
routinely and that we’ll have the go-ahead 
in early summer and we’ll have a few 
months to build the station.” Mitchell 
says. 

The estimated cost is $163,200 for a 
transmitrer, antenna, transmission line, 
test and remote control equipment. 

WHID will reach farther into the Fox 
River Valley and southern Door County 
than WGBW. and be heard in areas where 
WGBW isn’t — portions of Oconto. 
Shawano and Waupaca counties. 

Despite the delays, WHID “is going to ' 
happen,” Mitchell assures. 

Wisconsin Public Radio’s other local 
station, WPNE, 89.3 FM. will continue as 
the classical music outlet. 




inside 

University o/Wisconsin-Green Bay 

Feature and News Magazine 


Ne ws 

Archive 

Log 

Inside 

In the News 

Photo £ 

Home 


Letter from Chancellor 

Shepard 


FEATURES 


Blair gift links media's 

'Golden Age,' University 

programs 

Blair Chair serves local 

specialty: 

communications 


Manufacturing CEO 

touts upbringing in 

communications 


The 'Fourth Estate' 

student newspaper 

The WGBW alternative 


CAMPUS NEWS 


UW-Green Bay rose with 

his help 

Students learn bear 

essentials 


Stories from the November 2003 Issue 


The WGBW alternative: when college 
students ruled the airwaves 

Student-run radio station WGBW-FM 91.5 was as much a fixture of 
UW-Green Bay's early years as purple shag carpeting and January 
interim. 

WGBW was one of the campus and community's most popular 
venues for progressive music, news, entertainment and expression. It 
also featured live coverage of Phoenix athletics. 

The station debuted in 1974 with a 30-mile signal and a goal to be 
"alternative radio." Glen Slaats, station manager since 1979, recalled 
popular programs such as the late Vernon Taylor's "VT, the Fat Cat 
from Philly." Listeners came to know D.J.s "Johnny Dread" and 
"Taste O' Honey" like members of their family. Students hosted a 
popular, high-profile bluegrass show called "Cumberland Ramblers," 
featuring music and live interviews with big-time stars. 

"In reality, it's one of the main reasons I chose UWGB," says the 
animated and outgoing Steve Brenzel, a Green Bay radio and TV 
personality better known as "Ned the Dead." "I always knew I 
wanted a radio career. At other schools, you couldn't get on the air as 
a freshman. There is no way I'd be doing what I'm doing now if it 
wasn't for WGBW. I lived to be on that station. The day I went 
on-air, I called home as proud as I've ever been of anything in my 
entire life." 
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By the mid-1980s the station, not directly supported by an academic 
unit, was seen more as luxury than necessity. In 1986 WGBW 
entered an agreement in which Wisconsin Public Radio would 
provide daytime content, with student shows at night. Two years 
later, with rising costs arguing against full-power student radio, the 
University investigated a total transfer to WPR. 

That news upset some student listeners and staff. Days before the 
deal was to be complete, two student D.J.s violated station rules and 
used inappropriate language while drinking alcohol in the broadcast 
booth in what they said was a protest. The incident sealed WGBW's 
fate and brought a bitter ending to what had been, through the years, 
a sweet adventure. 

"That was a sad day," Brenzel recalls. "It took away a wonderful 
learning tool, and an opportunity to try new things... real world, but 
protected. That's where you learn to be yourself." 


Broadcasting creativity 101 

WGBW gave students — whether communications majors or not - a 
prime creative outlet. 

UWGB alumnus Steve "Ned the Dead" Brenzel &3151; a morning 
talk show host on Green Bay radio station "The Eagle" 106.7-FM 
&3151; honed his craft at WGBW. 

Mike Steavpack, who went on to work with TV's Fox Sports, was 
doing sports talk radio (see graphic this page) years before the 
format really took off. 

In the mid-'80s, two ambitious students, Joe Smrekar and Dave 
Spangler, and alumnus Jeff Schmidbauer, put together a show called 
"Rock 'n' Roll Chronology," scrounging for every single No. 1 pop 
hit of the week, 1955-1985. 




Radio station powered up as 1-watt, bootleg 'signal' 

In retrospect, more than 30 years later, it's okay to admit to a 
questionable start if the motives were noble. Isn't it? Rick Conn 75, 
WGBW's first student manager, has come clean. Conn says student 
broadcasts were hitting the air well before WGBW was official and 
University sanctioned. 




A handful of students at the Bay Apartments (now Residence Life) 
would experiment from time to time via secret broadcasts with 
reel-to-reel tape machines and record players, using the power 
outlets to carry a 1-watt transmitter signal through the apartments. 
Anyone plugging a radio into the wall outlet could pick up the 
signal. As interest (and risk of being caught) increased, the students 
decided to make a formal request for a student-run campus station. 

With the support of the late Dick Christie, director of student life 
programs, students called hundreds of stations for old equipment, 
and 25 of them traveled to Chicago to take the test for an FCC 
broadcast license. W. Werner Prange, the director of instructional 
resources, caught wind of the student-forged plans and called a 
meeting of the would-be broadcasters. "Halfway through he told us 
he had heard enough," Conn recalled. "We thought we had lost our 
battle. But two weeks later he granted our request." 

The University would build a station, offer technical support staff, 
hire a professional station manager and have ultimate oversight. 
Staffing and programming would be student managed. The result 
was a state-of-the-art soundproof studio, brand-new equipment 
including a 3,000-watt transmitter and broadcasts reaching beyond 
Brown County. It was, says Conn, a wonderful partnership. 

"It was a great marriage of all interested parties," Conn says. "It gave 
students an outlet. At a time when the University didn't have much 
student life, it created a purpose." 

Now a senior executive and project manager for Procter & Gamble, 
and a former board member of UW-Green Bay's Founders 
Association, Conn credits his post-college success, in great part, to 
WGBW's pioneering times. "I learned about leadership in those 
days," he says. "In my 28 years with the same company, many of my 
leadership examples draw from those early experiences. Many 
people took a great risk for us." 




Hopes today ride on the Internet 

Current campus radio station WFPR is gaining momentum to be 
more than an in-house and campus-only station. 

The "station," in actuality, is composed of a group of students 
broadcasting from Studio Arts Room 260 to the University Union 
and Residence Life with little more than two CD players, two or 
three microphones and two mixers. 



With an official Web site in the works &3151; and an opportunity to 
broadcast over the Internet that comes with it — the more than 35 
active members will have an outlet to the rest of the world. Student 
managers say the Web site is "in the works." Look to future "Insides" 
for more information. 
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An archive of alumni notes is available online at 
www.uwgb.edu/alumni/ . Check the Website often for the latest news 
on your fellow graduates. 
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